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SAMUEL





 


Media Arts was my favourite subject at school and now I’m
majoring in film studies at Deakin University. I’ve always loved watching movies
and escaping into them. Now I enjoy being able to take people away from a
situation they’re in – possibly a negative one – through the films
I make. 


 


I realised when I was pretty young what a powerful medium
film can be. It happened when I missed quite a lot of school for the five major
operations that I’ve had in my life. I used to watch films on television while
I was getting over the surgery. I also had one really good Media teacher in
year 11 and he was my biggest influence. His passion was infectious and I
understood the way he felt when I watched films and waited for my body to get
back to normal. I didn’t start school until I was six. Now I’m 24.


 


The doctors didn’t diagnose me as being a short-statured
person until I was six months old. They didn’t really know which condition I
had until I was 14. I have a version of spondylo
epiphyseal dysplasia (SED) congenita
which means that my backbone bends in two places and that’s mainly why I’ve had
surgery – to stabilise it. Also my hips are a problem and soon I’m going
into hospital for a hip replacement. 


 


I missed a fair bit of school but somehow I managed to catch
up each time. The teachers sent me homework and an integration aid came to my
house to help me with it. The first time I had to stay away from school I was
in grade one. I begged my parents to let me go so they strapped me to a
skateboard and I scooted around the classroom on my stomach for a couple of
hours each day. I just wanted to be there with my friends.


 


Media courses are more sociable than academic ones and we’re
always working in groups to make films so I’ve made a lot of friends at
university. I never see myself as different from my peers but sometimes when
we’re setting up the studio I find it harder than them to carry heavy
equipment. We all get tired holding big cameras and standing for long periods
when we’re filming though.


 


We have to try every angle of film making – writing
scripts, pre-production, shooting scenes, editing, post-production; even
acting. My favourite film genres are drama and comedy. But for me it's more
about the film – I love the ones I can get lost in, films with a story I
can relate to. 


 





In lectures I usually head to the front row so that I’m not
straining to see over people’s heads. Also, if I put my hand up to get involved
in discussion with the lecturer I can be sure I’ll be noticed. I have lots of
friends from university as well as school and I’m pretty sociable. I like to
try new things and recently went lawn bowling. Of course, what I most enjoy
doing is watching movies.


 


There’s no history of dwarfism in my family. I have a sister
who’s three years older than me and she’s average height. Dad is 1.9 metres (6ft 3in) tall and Mum is 1.83 metres (6ft)
tall so they certainly weren’t expecting me to be so short. Mum and Dad didn’t
do me any favours at home and I had to help with chores as much as my sister. At
school I was lucky to have good friends around me and the teachers were great. 


 


Growing up, I always knew I was different but from day to
day I realised I could do what everyone else did even if I had to do it in a
different way. Like driving – I can drive a car like anyone else but I
need extension pedals.  And for reaching
things I often need a stool. It’s difficult at home sometimes living in a six-foot
world because there are no modifications to the house. I manage though.




 


 





 


UNDER THE SPOTLIGHT


 


As far as fashion goes, like most short statured
people, I’ve found a tailor that I’m happy with in the same way that most
people find a doctor or hairdresser. 


I wear a fairly wide variety of clothes depending on
the occasion but I’m most comfortable in jeans and a shirt. Like a lot of other
short people I tend to target shops that sell smaller sizes; for example, the
men's shop called YD sells shirts up to XXXS which is pretty unusual but great
for me. 




I think it's important to find
clothes that fit me well, or alter them. I don’t think it’s necessary to look
like everyone else. If people are comfortable with how they look then that
shows through the way they carry themselves. 


 





 


 


MEDICAL REPORT


 


Samuel is 1.32 metres (4ft 4in) tall.


He has a version of spondo epiphyseal dysplasia (SED), a rare condition.


There are two types of SED and Samuel’s is
called SED congenita. 


Congenita indicates that the condition is
present from birth.


 


This condition affects the bones of the spine
(spondylo) and the ends (epiphyses) of long bones in the arms and
legs.


 


The main features of the condition are:


·     
Short stature from birth


·     
Skeletal abnormalities


·     
Problems with vision and hearing


·     
Very short trunk and neck 


·     
Shortened limbs


·     
Hands and feet usually average
size 


·     
Abnormal curvature of the spine (kyphoscoliosis and lordosis) becoming more severe during childhood and possibly
causing problems with breathing


·     
Instability of the spinal bones (vertebrae) in the neck which may
increase the risk of spinal cord damage 


·     
Often flattened vertebrae (platyspondyly)


·     
Abnormality of the hip joint
causing the upper leg bones to turn inward (coxa
vara)


·     
Broad, barrel-shaped chest


·     
Foot deformity called a clubfoot.



 


People with SED congenita have mild changes in their facial features. The
cheekbones close to the nose may appear flattened. Some infants are born with
an opening in the roof of the mouth (a cleft palate). Severe near-sightedness
(high myopia) is common, as are other
eye problems that can impair vision. About one quarter of people with this
condition have hearing loss.




 





 


FAST FACTS


 


Short Stature and the Film Industry


 


[image: File source: http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Peter_Dinklage_2012_cropped.jpg]


American Peter Dinklage is one of the
better-known film actors who are short-statured. In his first film Living in Oblivion (1995) he played an
actor frustrated with the limited and caricatured roles offered to dwarf
actors. He has gone on to perform a range of roles, most of them requiring an
actor of short stature.


 


In 2003, Dinklage starred in The Station Agent in which he performs
the role of a man who inherits a train depot where he tries to live a quiet
life. The script calls for a short-statured actor. The movie received critical
praise and Dinklage was nominated for best actor at the Screen Actors Guild and
Independent Spirit Awards. 


 


Dinklage’s other credits as an actor include Elf (2003), the English (2007) and
American (2010) productions of Death and
a Funeral (about a dysfunctional family) and (2008) Chronicles of Narnia: Prince Caspian.


 


For his role as Tyrion Lannister in the
American television miniseries Game of
Thrones Dinklage has received both an Emmy Award (2011) and a Golden Globe
Award (2012). Lannister is a highly intelligent dwarf called ‘The Imp’ and
‘Halfman’. 


 


When accepting a Golden Globe Award for Best
Supporting Actor in a Series (Game of
Thrones), Dinklage made a cryptic reference to a man called Martin
Henderson. He was in fact paying tribute to a short-statured man in the UK,
also an actor, who had recently been injured by a group of drunken rugby
players outside a public house. Dinklage was drawing the audience’s attention
to the prejudice towards people with dwarfism that exists in society. 


 


 


* * * * *


 


Samuel’s
comments . . .


I feel pretty passionate about the whole Peter
Dinklage thing. When the actor accepted his Golden Globe and asked the audience
to Google Martin Henderson, I wanted to shake his hand. Of course, I wasn’t in
Los Angeles but it soon got around on Facebook. Martin Henderson is a
short-statured person like myself and I was horrified to hear that he was
injured in a ‘dwarf tossing’ incident outside a pub. Perhaps because of the way
that people with dwarfism are portrayed in the mainstream media and feature
films, they felt that they had the right to do this. Peter Dinklage is a dwarf
actor who respects his craft and is extremely talented, not just because he is
blessed with a physical difference. As a celebrity, he can speak out about
discrimination and be heard. I love the way movies can influence people and as
I continue my endeavours into the film industry I’d like to see that all roles
go to those who deserve them, based on talent. Being short is not a talent.
Respecting the ability of dwarf actors and actors with any physical difference
will help to remove some of the prejudice that exists.
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